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Sakthikulangara St. John De Britto
Church Partners with KMML for
Sustainable Soil Exchange

Sakthikulangara: As
part of ongoing recon-
struction efforts, excava-
tion for civil and struc-
tural works commenced
at Sakthikulangara St.
John De Britto Church in
October 2024. During the
excavation process, local
parishioners, including
former employees of the
Indian Rare Earths Lim-
ited (IRE) and Kerala
Minerals and Metals Ltd.
(KMML), identified the
soil as containing valu-
able mineral
content.Following this
discovery, KMML was
informally invited to con-
duct testing, which con-
firmed the presence of
rare earth minerals. Both
IRE and KMML ex-
pressed interest in acquir-
ing the excavated soil for
processing and engaged
in discussions with the
Parish Council. After
careful consideration, the
Church granted KMML
permission to proceed, is-
suing a formal consent
letter for the
exchange.Under the ap-

proved Site Development
Plan, approximately
6,965.458 cubic meters of
soil was estimated for ex-
cavation. In accordance
with regulatory require-
ments, the Church ap-
proached the Department
of Mining and Geology to
obtain the necessary ap-
provals. Comprehensive
documentation, including
land records, the ap-
proved site plan, esti-
mates sanctioned by the
Kollam Municipal Cor-
poration, and an agree-
ment with KMML, was
submitted for govern-
ment review.Despite the
Atomic Minerals Con-
cession Rules, 2016,
which restrict mining and
exchange of rare earth
mineral sands to govern-
ment agencies, the
Kerala Government,
through Order No. 366/
2025/1D dated March 29,
2025, granted special ap-
proval for the exchange.
This landmark decision
allowed KMML to ac-
quire the excavated soil
while providing tailing

sand in return to the
Church.Throughout the
process, the local
communtiy demonstrated
remarkable patience and
cooperation, temporarily
storing the excavated soil
in the Church parking
area while awaiting gov-
ernment authorization.
This collaborative effort
has resulted in a mutually
beneficial outcome for
both KMML and the
Church, with the Kerala
Government playing a
pivotal role in facilitating
the exchange.
Sakthikulangara St. John
De Britto Church is a his-
toric place of worship
dedicated to serving its
congregation and foster-
ing communtiy develop-
ment. As part of its ongo-
ing infrastructure en-
hancement, the Church
remains committed to re-
sponsible resource man-
agement and communtiy
collaboration.

(Rev. Fr. Rajesh
MartinParish Priest, St.
John De Britto Church,
Sakthikulangara)
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